Welcome to the
second annual

EPFC Youth
Film Festival!

Thanks for being part of Echo Park Film Center’s Youth Film Festival, our
second annual celebration of films and videos by young filmmakers.

A volunteer-run non-profit media arts organization since January 2002,
EPFC aims to provide the means of empowerment through the medium of
film. For neighborhood youth, we facilitate no-cost filmmaking classes and
access to cameras, media supplies and editing equipment. This festival
continues the process by extending the call to youth beyond our immediate
community.

The unofficial theme of this year’s festival is East/West; all of our
participating filmmakers and youth film organizations are from New York
and California! We’'re thrilled to present this exciting crop experimental,
narrative and documentary films on topics as diverse as community
activism, ballet, undocumented workers, disco zombies, youth
incarceration, body image, friendship, food, and giant bunny rabbits. Most
of the films in this festival were made with low budgets and high hopes.
Film is a doorway into a world of dreams and catalyst for action. We invite
you to laugh, cry, get angry, get inspired, exchange ideas and embark on
your own grand cinematic adventure!

Special thanks to EPFC Youth Festival team members Lee Lynch, Shauna
McGarry and student intern Patty Hernandez for their dedication and hard
work.

Enjoy the festival!

Paolo Davanzo & Lisa Marr
Festival Organizers



SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

FRIDAY, MAY 19

7:30 -9 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 20
2-3PM
3-5PM

6-7PM
7-10PM

SUNDAY, MAY 21
2-3PM

3-6PM
6 PM

BELMONT HIGH SCHOOL &
BRESEE COMMUNITY CENTER
YOUTH SHOWCASE

HeART PROJECT & VISUAL
COMMUNICATIONS YOUTH
SHOWCASE

MEDIA MATTERS SHOWCASE
COMMUNITY POTLUCK DINNER
RED HILL: AN EPFC YOUTH
DOCUMENTARY SCREENING AND
Q&A

DIY DIGITAL FILM WORKSHOP
WITH MICHAEL DEAN
INVITATIONAL SCREENING
CLOSING RECEPTION

NOTE: ALL EVENTS ARE FREE OF CHARGE AND OPEN TO

THE GENERAL PUBLIC!

Program Details

BELMONT, MANUAL ARTS & BRESEE SHOWCASE

Friday: 7:30 PM

Catalyst. Carlos Valencia (Belmont High School; 40 minutes)
A story of first love, friendship and obsession.

The Befores and Afters: Anna Cordova (Manual Arts High School;



7 minutes)
Changes in an Exposition Park neighborhood are explored.

Light and Shadow: Shirley Watanabe-Nishida (Bresee Community
Center; 5 minutes)
An experimental video in which a girl contemplates suicide.

Crossed: Andrea, Cesar, Alberto Luis (Bresee Community Center;
4:31)

A selection from Bresee’s First Annual Film Contest of

Social Justice. This year’s theme: Undocumented: Stories of people
without papers.

HeART PROJECT & VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS SHOWCASE
Saturday: 2 PM

FreeRun It. An L.A. Parkour Documentary: Jamel Bell & Edgar
Torres (The HeArt Project; Los Angeles, CA; 2006)

Youth Opportunities High School: Alan Herrera (The HeArt
Project; Los Angeles, CA; 2006)

Cheaters: Erica Lee, Jia Liao (Los Angeles, CA; 2006)

And more...

MEDIA THAT MATTERS SHOWCASE

Saturday 3 PM

Ready to be inspired? From civil liberties to global warming, Media
That Matters brings you sixteen innovative shorts by independent
and youth filmmakers from around the country. These films will
make you think, make you laugh and motivate you to take action!

COMMUNITY POTLUCK DINNER
Saturday 6 PM

Bring food to share and meet the flmmakers!

RED HILL: AN EPFC YOUTH DOCUMENTARY FILM
Saturday 7 PM

Our Spring 2006 youth documentary project centers on the
“‘Red Hill” era, a time during the 1930s, 40s and 50s when Echo
Park was a center of leftist political activity. Learn about our



neighborhood’s radical past and how this history has continued to
affect and influence neighborhood activism in the years since.

Red Hill was written, directed, filmed and edited by Daniel Aguirre,
Neil Blick, Camilla Botero, Niki Cornejo, Natanjah Driscoll, Ismael
Garcia, Ava Hess, Ansis Hoheisel, Lorenzo Pickens Horton, Mary
Ann Jurado, Erick Lopez, Arturo Lorenzo, Tatiana Loboviski,
Francisco Marin, Perla Melgar, Colin Sentence, Rachel Syms,
Mateo Tate, Luc Unruh, Crystal Vargas, Matthew Weathers, Stefan
Weich and Sam Yale.

The Red Hill project was made possible by the generous support of
The Annenberg Foundation, Echo Park Historical Society,

The Flourish Foundation, Eastman Kodak, Express Video Supply,
Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection, Pro 8 mm, the USC
Specialized Libraries and Archival Collections, Adrienne Crew,
David James, Sean McLynn, and our friends, families and
neighbors in Echo Park.
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DIY DIGITAL FILM WORKSHOP WITH MICHAEL W DEAN
Sunday 2 PM

Michael W. Dean is a true multimedia artist. He is the director of the
film D.I.Y. Or Die: How To Survive as an Independent Artist and the
author of $30 Film School. He lectures at colleges, museums, and
youth centers throughout America and Europe. Find out how you
can make your own terrific no-budget film!



INVITATIONAL SCREENING
Sunday: 3 PM

Culture Shock: Karen Lum (Youth Sounds Factory; Oakland, CA;
2005; 9:10) In this short narrative set to Chopin, a lonely young man
sets out to make a video for a contest by taping attractive young
women in public. Along the way, he discovers that beauty is more
than skin deep.

Help Me Please: Nathan Davis-Floyd & Ame Garruch (Youth
Sounds Factory; Oakland, CA; 2005; 4:57) Help Me Please is a
music video created in collaboration with Bay Unity Music Project.
Jack’s Happy Hemp: Harry Tannenbaum (San Francisco
University High School; San Francisco, CA; 2005; 1:00)

Turn Off Da Bright Lights: Ale Vargas Johnson (San Francisco
University High School; San Francisco, CA: 2005; 5:00)

Untitled: Elyssa White (San Francisco University High School; San
Francisco, CA: 2005; 3:00)

Untitled: Sylvia Douglass (San Francisco University High School;
San Francisco, CA; 2005; 2:00)

The Couch: Samantha lves (San Francisco University High School;
San Francisco, CA; 2005, 2:00)

Shortstack: Justine Hufford (San Francisco University High School,
San Francisco, CA; 2005, 3:40)

Marin Dance Theater: Jean Karnow (San Francisco University High
School; San Francisco, CA; 2005, 2:30)

Chinese School. Connie Liu (San Francisco University High
School; San Francisco, CA; 2005; 3:00)

The Legend of Disco Filbert. Bradley Close & Kensey Barlow
(Paramount High School Academy; Lakewood, CA; 2003; )

Shake: The Story of Captain Milkshake: Sherman Lai (San Diego,
CA,; 2006; 14:30) This documentary traces the rise, fall, and rebirth
of a counter-culture, anti-war 60s film that still questions the US at
war today.

L’homme Vegetal. Chris Graue (Redondo Beach, CA; 2005; 3:44)
A silent short featuring a tragic day in the life of our poignant
protagonist.

Burnt. Katrina Hurtado (Global Action Project; New York, NY; 2005;
9:00) Attempting to challenge the notion of what we consider social
norms, Burnt enters the life of four friends struggling to
communicate with each other.

Pipeline: Tatiana Lam, Rachel Horsford, Richard Richardson,
Gentile Lewis, Loulou Bangura, Ali Muhammad, Jordan West,
Wilfredo Suarez, Lenah Perez, Nathaniel Reyes, Ralston Reid and



Rosie Lara (Global Action Project, New York, NY; 2005; 10:00)
While New York City youth struggle to get a decent education and
jobs for teens are at an all-time low, funding for jails and detention
centers continue to increase. Twelve youth spent the summer of
2004 exploring the pipeline between schools and jails and the still
on-going struggle to find equality for all.

Inner City Blues: Jocelyn Rodriguez (Ghetto Films, The Bronx, NY;
2005; 5:00) This music video reveals the hidden artist in ordinary
people on the block.

The Tortoise: Daniel Sanchez (Ghetto Films, The Bronx, NY; 2005;
5:00) A pink bunny’s karmic wrath challenges a boy to fight for his
boo.

A Vengeance Tale: Luis Fuenetes (Ghetto Films, The Bronx, NY;
2005; 5:00) The murder of a close friend drives a young man to
revenge.

Our NYC: Gilberto Francisco, Juliana Gonzalez, Robert Gonzalez
(DCTV Productions, New York, NY; 2005; 12:06) A video letter to
the rural communities of Southern Mexico. People from these
communities contacted us to find out what life is really like in New
York City. They wondered how we get the food we eat so we
decided to make a video about how food connects us to our
cultures.

Struggling Souls: The Indigenous People in Guatemala:
Michelle Watson (DCTV Productions, New York, NY; 2006; 15:11)
Michelle Watson, a sixteen-year-old student from Brooklyn, New
York, travels to Guatemala for six weeks to learn about the difficult
lives of the country’s indigenous people.

Donna: Emma Craig (Costa Mesa, CA; 2005; 3:00) The film is
about a lonely woman’s daily existence.

No More Trophies For Everything. Adam Carver (San Diego, CA;
2006;11:00) In an attempt to survive high school and overcome the
set backs of common teenage difficulties, 17-year-old lan fights to
relieve the tribulations of his peers while trying to live up to his
parents expectations.

Contacts:
Bresee Community Center

www.bresee.org
Contact: Jerold Kress

DCTV Productions
www.dctvny.org
Contact: Reina Higashitani




Echo Park Film Center
www.echoparkfilmcenter
Contact: Paolo Davanzo

The Ghetto Film School
www.ghettofilm.org
Contact: Stosh Mintek

Global Action Project
www.global-action.org
Contact: Christine Peng

The HeArt Project
www.theheartproject.org
Contact: Peter Harris

Media That Matters
www.mediathatmattersfest.org

Paramount High School Academy
www.paramount.k12.ca.us/schools/phsa.html
Contact: Robert Christophe

San Francisco University High School
www.sfuhs.org
Contact: Danny Plotnick

Visual Communications
www.vconline.org
Contact: Huy Chheng

Youth Sounds Factory
www.youthsounds.org
Contact: Scott Boswell




